EPIC OF WARSAW

A STATEMENT TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
OCTOBER 5, 1944

October I.   Allied troops south of Anthem held German counter-attacks.

Russians neared the Danube Iron Gates.
October 2.    U.S. 1st Army drove wedge in the Siegfried Line "between

Aachen and Geilenkirchen.
October 3,    R.A.F. flooded German stronghold on the Island ofWalcheren

and cut the Dortmund-Ems canal.
Polish patriots  in Warsaw capitulated after 63  days'

resistance.
October 4.    Germany announced preparations for guerrilla warfare inside

the country.
October 5.   Allied forces landed on the Greek mainland and entered

Patras.

[October 5, 1944.

1AM sure that I am expressing the feelings of the House, as well
as those of His Majesty's Government, in paying tribute to the
heroic stand of the Polish Home Army and of the Polish civilian
population at Warsaw. Their resistance to overwhelming odds, under
inconceivable conditions of hardship, came to an end on October 3rd,
after a fight which lasted 63 days. Despite all the efforts of the Soviet
Army, the strong German positions on the Vistula could not be taken,
and relief could not come in time. British, American, Polish and
Soviet airmen did what they could to succour the Poles at Warsaw,
but although this sustained the Polish resistance beyond what would
have seemed possible, it could not turn the tide. In the battle for
Warsaw, terrible damage has been inflicted upon that noble city, and
its heroic population has undergone sufferings and privations un-
surpassed even among the miseries of this war.

The fall of Warsaw, at a time when Allied Armies are everywhere
victorious, and when the final defeat of Germany is in sight, must
come as a very bitter blow to all Poles. At such a moment, I wish
to express our respect for all those Poles who fell, fought or suffered
at Warsaw, and our sympathy with the Polish nation in this further
grievous loss. Our confidence that the days of their tribulation are
rapidly drawing to an end is unshakable. When the ultimate Allied
victory is achieved, the epic of Warsaw will not be forgotten. It will
remain a deathless memory for the Poles, and for the friends of freedom
all over the world.
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